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RAINWATER GOODS

Rainwater goods should always be repaired with 
traditional cast iron. Efforts should be made to 
salvage sound elements that can often be cleaned of 
rust, primed and painted and re-erected. Examples of 
these would be guttering, downpipes and decorative 
upper heads. 

Modern foundries are still manufacturing cast iron so 
replacement elements can be easily sourced.  
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HOW DO I CARRY OUT REPAIRS?

CHIMNEYS
It is a policy to retain all chimneys on Protected 
Structures and on buildings located in Architectural 
Conservation Areas (ACA) even when they are 
disused.

To prevent water ingress lead flashings should be 
checked and defective lead replaced on a like for like 
basis with similar lead. 

Only as a last resort should a chimney be taken down 
if its poor condition necessitates rebuilding. In this 
case brick or stone salvaged from the stack should be 
used in its rebuilding. Any decorative plaster bands 
and corbelling should be reinstated. 

It is important that disused chimneys are adequately 
ventilated as flues need to be aerated to remain dry. 
Chimneys cappings or flaunching upon which sit 
the chimney pots should be repaired if cracked. Flue 
pots which are often decorative terracotta must be 
retained and can be fitted with ventilation cowls as 
necessary to prevent rain and bird ingress. 

Fireplaces should always be retained in rooms and if 
the opening is blocked a vent should be installed. 
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Replace original fabric with replicas as the 
original always has more historic value and is 

a finite resource

Use synthetic slate such as fibre cement slates

Don’t remove chimneys even if they are no 
longer in use

Repair rather than replace

Carry out periodic maintenance to prevent 
the structure falling into disrepair 

It is recommended that you contact the 
Architectural Conservation Officer in Kerry 

County Council before starting works

Seek expert advice of a building professional 
accredited in Architectural Conservation

Make efforts to salvage existing sound slate 
found on the building. Replacement slate 

should be natural slate of similar size, colour 
and texture

Follow existing slate coursing patterns

Use locally sourced slate

Retain all sound roof timbers

DO DON’T
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GRANT ASSISTANCE

Conservation grants are available for the 
conservation and repair of protected structures and 
are administered by the planning authorities. You 
should contact Kerry County Council for guidance on 
whether the works you are planning are eligible for a 
grant and, if so, how to apply. These grants are not 
available for routine maintenance works, alterations, 
or improvements. The type of works must fit within 
the schedule of priorities set out by the planning 
authority. In order for works to qualify for these 
grants, they must be carried out in line with good 
conservation practice. Repair work following the 
guidance set out in this booklet should be considered 
as satisfying this requirement.

Other bodies also provide grants for building 
conservation projects. These include the Heritage 
Council and the Irish Georgian Society

USEFUL REFERENCES: 

THE DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT, HERITAGE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT ADVICE SERIES
covers a range of topics to advise owners of best practice for the maintenance and repair of heritage elements 

www.chg.gov.ie/heritage/built-heritage/architectural-heritage-advisory-service/advice-for-owners/






