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1. INTRODUCTION AND SETTING THE SCENE 

 
 
History of the Street 
Denny Street has been at the epicentre of power in Tralee since the foundation of the town in the 
thirteenth century.  For four centuries it was one of the main seats of power of the Fitzgeralds, 
Earls of Desmond, who were supplanted by the Dennys in the 1580s. The castle was demolished 
by its last inhabitant, Sir Edward Denny and a new street built in the 1820s.  Denny Street embodied 
the rise of the Irish wealthy middle class who developed and inhabited it as an elite oasis of calm 
in a Victorian market town. In a final transfer of power, the Denny demesne was bought by the 
local authority in the newly established Irish Free State.  One of the first civic buildings in the new 
state was the Thomas Ashe Memorial Hall which opened in 1928 and is located at the southern 
end of the street. 
 
Statutory Protection 
The terraced buildings, the Gate Lodge, the Ashe Memorial Hall, Pikeman statue and post box are 
protected structures in the Record of Protected Structures in the Tralee Town Development Plan.  
The Denny Street area is also part of a wider Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) designated in 
the Development Plan.   
 
Tralee Town Centre Health Check 
The Tralee Town Centre Health Check is an initiative of the Heritage Council and was piloted across 
nine towns in Ireland, one of which was Tralee.  The health check aims to raise awareness, 
understanding and appreciation of the critical role that our historic town centres play and the wide-
ranging impacts they have on quality of life for citizens and visitors alike.  High vacancy rates on 
Denny Street were identified as part of this process.  Vacancy and under-utilisation of urban historic 
building stock is a serious issue, and not only affects Denny Street and Tralee, but is a pervasive 
problem throughout the country as a whole.  Lack of occupancy results in unsustainable patterns 
of development and empty buildings run increased risk of dereliction and dilapidation.   
 
Community Heritage Grant Scheme 
An application was made to the Heritage Council under the Community Heritage Grant Scheme 
2017 by Tralee Chamber Alliance to hold a conservation seminar for the Revitilisation and 
Rejuvenation of the street.  To maintain momentum and to build on the work completed in 2017, 
the Chamber Alliance applied for funding under the Community Heritage European Year of Culture 
Heritage scheme in 2018 to focus once again on Denny Street with the title Denny Street – What a 
Story!.  The Tralee Chamber Alliance was successful with funding provided by both the Heritage 
Council and Kerry County Council towards the event.   
 
Aims and Objectives 
There were three key sims and objectives of Denny Street- What a Story: 

1. Building Condition Survey, Funding & Practical Solutions to Common Problems, 
2. Telling the story of the street: its background, its archaeology and historical context and 
3. Case Studies for Successful Occupation –using examples from Georgian Dublin. 



Seminar Preparation 
Following from the Heriage Councl funded oproejct in 2017, a Denny Street Heritage and 

Conservation group was set up with several meetings held throughout the year.  Contact was made 

directly this group.  Other key stakeholders were also either personally invited or invited by email 

or post to the event.  Members of local businesses, Tralee IT, Tralee Tidy Towns, the Kerry 

Archaeological and Historical Society along with An Taisce, Kerry County Council, the Sustainable 

Energy Authortiy of Ireland, architects, engineers, auctioneers and archaeologists were also 

involved.  Members of the Tralee Municipal District Elected Representatives were also invited to 

the event.  Occupiers of other town centre buildings along with grantees of this year’s conservation 

grants in order to disseminate the conservation information to as many people as possible who 

could gain from the expernience.  The event was also widely advertised in the local press, radio and 

on social media.   

 

Seminar Information 

A conservation advice manual and Feedback Report from the 2017 project was offered to all 

attendees.  Copies of the Advice Series prepared by the Department of the Environment, Heritage 

and Local Government and conservation leaflets on various aspects of conservation repairs were 

also provided. Books and DVDs of the County Kerry National Inventory of Archtiectural Heritage 

survey were available to all.  Information about conservation grants and copies of the Denny Street 

Architectural Conservation Area Management Plan were provided.  Information on each building, 

its architectural description, an historical cartographical analysis and a social history of the 

building’s owners and occupiers was also on display at the event. 

 

NOTE: The Denny Street Advice Manual, the 2017 Feedback Report, and reports published in 2018 

associated with the Denny Street-What a Story project are available on the kerrycoco website as 

pdf documents or directly from the Kerry County Council Architectural Conservation Officer. 

 

 



 

2. OVERVIEW OF SEMINAR PRESENTATIONS 

 

 
There were five speakers at the seminar who attended the event: 
 1. Denny Street: What a Story!: Victoria McCarthy, Kerry County Council 

2. Church & State: The making of a medieval town: Dr. Michael Connolly, County 
Archaeologist, Kerry County Council 
3. Conservation Grants: How to succeed: Mary O’Connell, Conservation Architect, Tralee 
4. Adaptive Reuse in an Historic Urban Context: Some examples in Dublin: Richard 
McLoughlin, Lotts Architecture & Urbanism 
5. Denny Street: Unlocking the Potential of an Historic Street: Gareth O’Callaghan, Jack 
Coughlan & Associates, Grade 1 Conservation Architect, Cork 
 

Victoria McCarthy, Architectural Conservation Officer, Kerry County Council, wrote her Master Degree 
thesis on Denny Street and the Denny family.  Victoria’s presentation set the scene and updated the 
participants on progress made since 2017 and how the Heritage Council funding leveraged investment 
and activity in Denny Street over the year.  Victoria also included some new research she received at 
the end of 2017 thanks to Mr. Tom Denny, direct descendant of Edward Denny, Third Baronet, along 
with some interesting stories she found in the historic newspaper archives about the street.  This 
presentation aimed to tell the stories behind the street, the former castle and its demesne and how 
the 2017 project has in turn, created a new narrative for the street in the 21st century. 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

Dr. Michael Connolly is the County Archaeologist since 1995 and has published numerous articles, books 
and book chapters on the archaeology of County Kerry. Michael carried out the first large scale 
excavation of the former Dominican Abbey precinct in Tralee town in 2000 and oversaw subsequent 
area excavations in the area in 2005 and 2008.  Michael’s presentation outlined the archaeology of 
Tralee town and used information gathered during recent excavations in the Denny Street area to tell 
the story behind Tralee in medieval times.  Michael outlined how the walls uncovered during a recent 
dig on Denny Lane West correspond with the conjectured lines of the Anglo-Normal castle.  He also 
included representative examples of the former Dominican Abbey and medieval castle in Tralee – what 
town looked like in medieval times. 
 



 

 
 

  
 



 
 

 

 
 



 
Mary O’Connell is based locally in Kerry and is a practising Registered Architect with Conservation 
Accreditation, with 20 years post qualification experience on various projects types from Residential to 
Educational, Healthcare, Commercial and Civic Projects with specific interest in Conservation Projects.  
Mary spoke about conservation grants and the various ways to obtain funding to help with conservation 
repairs.  Mary’s presentation also included a sample method statement for applying for grants.  The 
need to address fiscal incentives to drive change informed Mary’s presentation as many of the findings 
from the 2017 Revitilisation and Rejuvenation project related to lack of finance and knowledge 
regarding where or how to access funding for conservation. 
 
 

 
 



 
 
 

 

 



 
Richard McLoughlin an RIAI Grade 1 accredited conservation architect and has been involved in the 

conservation of historic buildings for 25 years, and in 1998-2000 completed a master’s degree in 

building conservation at the Technical University of Berlin. He is a co-founder of Lotts Architecture and 

Urbanism and is currently the Chair of the Historic Buildings Committee of the RIAI.  Richard identified 

how common issues facing the reuse of protected structures such as fire, building regulations and 

finance, could be overcome through using innovative design approaches and gave examples of this can 

be achieved with floor plans and interior decoration.  Richard’s presentation was highlighted in 

evaluation sheets by the attendees as being particularly helpful and practical. 

 

 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 



Gareth O’Callaghan has extensive experience of working on building conservation related projects. 
Gareth’s role involves making modern interventions in historic building fabric as well as general building 
conservation projects where consolidation and repair are required.  During the month of May, Gareth 
had carried out site inspections of 18 properties on Denny Street and outlined his findings regarding 
the condition survey during his presentation.  In addition, Gareth outlined how Denny Street properties 
could be adapted and how their use could be changed without necessitating undue intervention into 
historic fabric.  Gareth also provided land use survey drawings and building survey drawings which were 
used to inform the workshop discussions and were also put on display as part of the Denny Street 
memorabilia aspect of the seminar.  Once again, advice on fire was included and well received.   
  

 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

3. FEEDBACK FROM WORKSHOPS 

 

 
As part of the seminar process, four workshops were held following the seminar.  The aim of the 

workshops was for attendees to enter into dialogue around themes and key issues raised.  The 

workshops were divided into four main groups with each group requested to debate the topics below.  

The findings of each group were then presented to the other workshop groups to engage as wide a 

group as possible. 

1. The buildings 
2. Making connections 
3. Living Down Town 
4. Our Space 

 

GROUP ONE: MAIN FINDINGS 

Seminar Workshop Findings 

Use buildings for residential use, including family use, mixed use and community uses 

Public money needs to be invested to create a market for renovating older buildings.   

Provide parking permits to promote interest in using older buildings in the town centre. 

Denny Street is our favourite street – it is very elegant. 

Make the street more attractive by creating a narrative for the street – using plaques, information on 

who lived there etc. 

Expand Living City initiative into these areas 

Use Denny Street as a pilot scheme – it has already got media coverage and we could build on this 

GROUP ONE 

THE BUILDINGS 

 

 

Q.1  How can we re-use empty buildings in Tralee town? 

Q.2  How should costs be managed in renovating older buildings/? 

Q.3  What are your favourite streets in Tralee town and why?  What makes them work? 

Q.4  What is your opinion of Denny Street? 

Q.5  How can Denny Street be made more attractive? 

 



A group working together to help with funding for the street is better than individuals working on 

their own – greater “pulling power” 

Have interactive map on KCC website relating to plaques on walls regarding history of the street and 

its residents 

Put maps on railings – everyone loves a map with information and ancillary images 

Remove bins from the laneways 

Increase the width of footpaths to make the area more attractive 

Marketing and packaging of what the street has to offer is vital 

 

 

GROUP TWO: MAIN FINDINGS 

Seminar Workshop Findings 

Loop pedestrian approach -for walkers in the town centre 

Better cycle lanes 

Lane enhancements are needed– better control of external bin storage 

Encourage businesses onto the laneway 

The backstreets, laneways and Denny Street are our favourite streets as they have varied 

architectural style, scale, attractive shopfronts, charm, nice stonework 

Denny Street is much improved 

Denny Street can be improved by footpath upgrading, better management of rear lanes and passages 

Grant assistance and tax incentives will help 

A parking permit package will also help 

We need to address the bin storage issue 

GROUP 

GROUP TWO 

MAKING CONNECTIONS 

 

 

Q.1 How can we improve connections from Denny Street to the wider town centre 

area? 

Q.2 Are you comfortable using the laneways? 

Q.3 What improvements can be made to promote the use of Denny Street’s laneways? 

Q.4 What is your opinion of Denny Street? 

Q.5 How can Denny Street be made more attractive? 



Plaque trail with narrative 

 

GROUP THREE: MAIN FINDINGS 

Seminar Workshop Findings 

The information shown in the presentations was very helpful and a good approach for Denny 

Street 

Age, noise, anti-social behaviour would stop me from living in town – depends on the 

location. 

Accessibility issues 

Improvements to hard landscaping and parking layout have been positive actions  

Public engagement with the street 

Denny Street can be made more attractive by more cycling and pedestrian zones 

Option to create pedestrian paved area around the Ashe Memorial Hall and have coffee 

shops and arts and crafts units at ground floor to bring more footfall to lower Denny Street 

Consider the street as a whole 

Tasks going forward to be identified now for the whole street as part of the current condition 

survey: railings improvements, upstairs vacancy & attention to detail of repairs to doorways 

etc. 

Families need car space, bike storage space and swing space 

“Homes on Our High Streets” mentioned 

 

GROUP THREE 

LIVING DOWN TOWN 

 

 

Q.1 The pictures in the presentation show what can be achieved to rejuvenate 

old buildings?  What do you think of this approach in Denny Street? 

Q.2 What would stop you from living down town? 

Q.3 What would encourage you to live in town? 

Q.4 What is your opinion of Denny Street? 

Q.5 How can Denny Street be made more attractive? 

 

 

 

 

 



 
GROUP FOUR: MAIN FINDINGS 

Seminar Workshop Findings 

We are very comfortable using Tralee’s streets – the Town Park is a gem! 

Make a playground for the teenagers – using Lottery funding – just like the small children’s 

playground but designed for big children with more tables for sitting and talking 

Skate park and cycle park would be wonderful facility – like the Coombe – dynamics of 

respect for all our citizens 

Provide a sense of ownership by the community 

I love Denny Street! 

Remove the bins 

Closing all the shops/coffee shops at six should be reviewed to create an attractive town 

centre in the evening 

The revised parking layout is great – a wonderfully elegant street 

 

 

GROUP FOUR 

OUR SPACE 

 

 

Q.1 Are you comfortable using Tralee’s public spaces?  How can they be improved? 

Q.2 How can we provide for greater access to and enjoyment of the Town Park?  

Do you think all ages are catered for in the park? 

Q.3 How can we sustain and extend existing recreational areas for future 

generations, and how could they be financed? 

Q.4 What is your opinion of Denny Street? 

Q.5 How can Denny Street be made more attractive? 



 

4. MONITORING & EVALUATION 

 

 
The following work programme was proposed to continue the success of the 2017 seminar and has 
informed the 2018 Phase 2 project.  This is the progress achieved by our community in the last year: 
 
 

  

Task/Programme 

 

Deadline 

 

 

Comment 

1. Liaise with the Tralee TCHC Project Team As required  Complete 

2. Power to the People: Heritage Week 2017 Event  August 2017 Complete 

3. Brief the Minister for Housing and Urban 

Development, Mr. Damien English, T.D. 

September 2017 Completed by 

Heritage Council 

4. Disseminate Feedback Report to all attendees and 

key stakeholders 

 

September 2017 Complete 

5. Engage with National Housing Agency to progress 

ideas around re-use 

September 2017 Completed by 

Heritage Council 

6. Set up Denny Street Conservation Seminar 

Contact Directory 

September 2017 

 

Complete 

7. Initiate Art Competition for Denny Lane Murals October 2017 

 

Complete: huge 

success at local 

level with 

participating 

schools 

8. Set up Denny Street Heritage & Conservation 

Group 

October 2017 

 

Complete – 

several 

meetings held 

9. Host Energy Seminar to seek funding under the 

Better Energy Community Grant Scheme in 

collaboration with Sustainable Energy Authority of 

Ireland (SEAI) 

Key focus group to progress grant applications to 

be set up 

Mid-September 

2017 

 

September 2017 

 

Complete 

 

 

Complete 

 



 

Pursue funding under the SEAI for an Energy Plan 

and Strategy 

 

 

Q4 2017 

 

Delayed 

10. Review funding options to prepare a condition 

survey to identify the scale of repairs for the 

street 

Q4 2017 Complete – 

Tralee Chamber 

Alliance -HC 

funding 

11. Regular Land Use Surveys Quarterly 

 

Complete – not 

quarterly due to 

resources 

12. Collaborate with consultants for Tralee Public 

Realm Plan once they are appointed  

Q1 2018 

 

Complete – 

Denny Street 

group contacted 

directly for 

public realm 

consultation 

13. Review progress and prepare update report.  

Disseminate report to key stakeholders 

Q 2 2018 Complete 

14. Engage with the KCC Heritage Officer in relation 

to the European Year of Culture 2018 

End 2017 Complete  

15. Create a Calendar of Events for Tralee Town Park End 2017 Work done by 

Tralee Chamber 

Alliance 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

5. NEXT STEPS 

 

 
The following work programme is proposed to continue the success of the seminar: 
 
 

  

Task/Programme 

 

Deadline 

 

 

 

1. Ancient Greece-Irish Soil: Heritage Week 

2018 Event 

August 2018 Complete and very well 

attended 

2. Disseminate 2018 Feedback Report to all 

attendees and key stakeholders 

 

November 

2018 

Tralee Chamber Alliance 

& VM, KCC ACO 

3. Pursue funding under the SEAI for Energy 

Audit for the Sustainable Energy 

Community 

 

Q4 2018 Tralee Chamber 

Alliance, VM, KCC ACO & 

KDYS, Denny Street 

4. Review key issues from condition survey to 

identify the scale of repairs for the street 

Q4 2018 Tralee Chamber Alliance 

& VM, KCC ACO 

5. Contact building owners to discuss issues 

raised following review of key condition 

survey results 

Q1 2019 VM, KCC ACO 

6. Pursue funding options & possible joint 

workshops/education/training for key 

problems identified to inform community – 

e.g. information on conservation of railings 

– this is a common issue facing owners  

Q1 2019 VM, KCC ACO 

7. Regular Land Use Surveys Every 6 

months 

 

Planning Department, 

KCC 

8. Review progress and prepare update 

report.  Disseminate report to key 

stakeholders 

Q 2 2019 VM, KCC ACO 

 



 

APPENDIX 

 

 
DENNY LANE MURAL PROJECT 

This idea was mooted by students in 2017 during workshops held as part of the Revitalisation and 
Rejuvenation Project.  The idea was to improve the Denny Street laneways using murals and colour.  
Site meetings were held by the ACO in Kerry County Council.  A local tidy towns group collaborated 

with the County Council and liaised with three Tralee secondary schools.  RTE’s Nationwide, who had 
heard of the work completed in 2017, were interested in showcasing this work as a great example of 

cross collaboration for the benefit of a wider town community.   
 

 
Denny Lane West: a bin store 



 
Development of murals in schools – Easter holidays, 2017! 

 

 
Getting ready for Nationwide! Quick!! Hope it doesn’t rain! 

 
 
 
 



 
They’re here! It lashed but we sang through the downpour! We got to tell Nationwide all about 

engaged Ionic columns! What wonderful doors! 
 
 

 
Mayor Norma Foley presenting Certificates for a job well done! Big thank you from the community! 



 
 

 
 

Check out Denny Lane West and Denny Lane East! Tourists are now taking pictures of our work! 



DISPLAY OF DENNY STREET MEMORABILIA 

To tell the story of the street, its history and its people, the County Museum and the County 
Library kindly collaborated with the Alliance for the seminar.  Documentation and historic 

memorabilia relating to Denny Street was put on display for the seminar and workshop 
event.  A highlight was the Denny Family Bible which was taken out especially for the event 

and dates from the 1600s! 
Visitors to the seminar had the opportunity to browse through fascinating documents –some 

dating back hundreds of years – that revealed the rich history of what is the most Western 
Georgian Street in Europe. 

 

 
Getting ready to display documents – the KDYS was the location of Dusty Springfield’s last concert! 

 

 
Lots to see 



 

 
Tell me who lived in my building 

 

 
Hand drawn plans and elevations of the Thomas Ashe Memorial Hall – works of art in their own right 



 
Mind the Denny Family Bible!  It’s old and unique! 

 

 
See the work done to inform the 2018 Denny Street- What a story! project 

 



KERRY COUNTY MUSEUM HISTORY CLUB 
In 2017, the Kerry County Museum History Club and the Architectural Conservation Officer 

collaborated to continue the Denny Street project.  From this partnership arose the idea of bringing 
Denny Street and Tralee town’s history to life for the children in the County Museum’s History Club.  
The club is orientated towards children between the ages of 6 to 12.  As part of the project, children 

were taken on a tour of Denny Street and its laneways, were told about canon balls, explosions, 
baddies and deadly sieges.  They went to the Local History Department in Tralee Library where 

archivist Michael Lynch helped them to explore how to research buildings, streets and maps.  The 
children were also invited into Number 16 Denny Street where they could see first-hand what these 
buildings were like as family homes.  The project was completed in time for the Architecture Kerry 

festival, with an exhibition of their project on Denny Street forming a key part of the festival 
programme. 

 

 
A call for help to start the research! 

 
 

On tour on Denny Street! 
 



 
Cool! I never knew about boot scrapers and coach houses! 

 

 
Our exhibition made it to the inaugural Architecture Kerry festival!  



DENNY STREET RELATED PROEJCTS 

 

HISTORICAL AND ART TRAIL & ART IN THE PARK 

This project was started by the Tralee Chamber Alliance and seeks to develop a historical and artistic 
trail in Tralee town, focusing on Denny Street, the wider historic town centre and the Canal area of 
the town.  The information available from the 2017 and 2018 Heritage Council funded projects has 

provided the impetus for the group to begin this work.  This is the start of another exciting project on 
which we can partner with a variety of groups and individuals to develop the narrative of both Denny 

Street and the wider town area. 
 

Excerpt from email:  
 
Dear all, 
 
I hope I find you all well after a very busy few months. I am emailing everyone to touch base with how 
things are going with the Historical and Art Trail… 
 
I have had nothing but positive feedback for this project from all that I have talked to.  
 

Kind Regards 

…The Arts and Events Officer, Tralee Chamber Alliance 

 

 
Another very successful initiative undertaken by Tralee Chamber Alliance – using Denny Street railings 

to display work of local artists – identified in 2017 workshops 



DENNY STREET PROEJCT HAS EMPOWERED LOCAL COMMUNITY TO ADDRESS CONSERVATION ISSUES 
 

 
Staring window conservation of timber sliding sash windows on Denny Street 

 
 

 
Conservation works completed – well done on a great job! 

 
 
 


